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THOUGHT OF NACHMANIDES: 
CHAYEI SARAH: EVERYTHING 
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Nachmanides on Genesis 24:1 א:כדן על ספר בראשית ”פרוש הרמב 

HAD BLESSED ABRAHAM IN KOL (all things). I.e., with 
riches, possessions, honor, longevity and children, which 
are all the treasures of man (Ibn Ezra). Scripture 
mentions this in order to say that Abraham was perfect 
in every detail, lacking in no respect save seeing his son 
have children who would inherit his superior position 
and his, honor. This was why he desired it. 
 

 

 

 

 
Now our Rabbis have a wonderful insight into this verse. 
They said: "And the Eternal had blessed Abraham 'bakol' 
(in all things). Rabbi Meir said that Abraham was blessed 
in that he did not have a daughter. Rabbi Yehudah said 
that he did have a daughter. Acheirim say that he did 
have a daughter and her name was Bakol. Rabbi Meir 
thus explained that Abraham did not have a daughter. 
This was a blessing for Abraham for he could not have 
married her except to the cursed sons of Canaan. If he 
were to send her to his country, she would also worship 
the idols as they did because a woman is subject to the 
authority of her husband. Indeed, Abraham did not want 
his worthy children from his wife Sarah to go outside the 
Land, and surely not that they worship the idols. Rabbi 
Yehudah, however, explained that Abraham did have a 
daughter since the Merciful One did not even cause him 
to lack a daughter, and that was the blessing implied by 
the expression, in all things, for he had everything that 
people desire, completely without exception. Then came 
Acheirim and mentioned the name of the daughter.  
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Now truthfully, the intent of Acheirim and their 
controversy with Rabbi Yehudah were not merely to 
inform us of the name of this daughter. Far it be from 
them to expend the great and generalized blessing of 
Abraham on this matter, i.e., that Scripture is saying that 
God blessed him with one daughter with that name. 
 

 
However, Acheirim established a new interpretation on 
this verse, a very profound matter, and they explained 
with it one of the secrets of the Torah. Thus they said 
that the word bakol hints at a great matter, namely, that 
the Holy One, blessed be He, has an attribute called Kol 
(All), so called because it is the foundation of everything. 
It is with reference to this attribute that it says, “I am the 
Eternal that maketh Kol.” And this is also what Scripture 
says, “And the profit of the earth is bakol (in all),” that is 
to say, the profit of the earth and the abundant 
goodness that is bestowed upon all that come into the 
world is on account of this attribute Kol. It is the eighth 
attribute of the thirteen attributes. 
 

 

And there is another attribute called bath [literally 
"daughter"] that emanates from it, and with it He moves 
everything. This is "the Court of the Holy One, blessed be 
He," that is hinted at in the word, Vahashem (And the 
Eternal), in all places. It is called kalah (bride) in the book 
of The Song of Songs because it is comprised of hakol 
(the All), and it is this attribute which the Sages have 
surnamed Knesseth Yisrael (the assembly of Israel) in 
many places because it is the gathering of hakol (the All). 
  

It was this attribute which was to Abraham as a bath 
because he was the man of kindness, and he conducted 
himself in accordance with it. This was why Acheirim said 
that this blessing with which Abraham had been blessed in 
all things does not allude either to his having begotten a 
daughter from his wife Sarah, as Rabbi Yehudah said, or 
not, as Rabbi Meir claimed, but instead it hints at a great 
matter, i.e., that he was blessed with an attribute called 
bath which is contained in the attribute Kol, and is 
therefore also called Kol, being analogous to the 
expression, “For My name is in him.” Thus Abraham was 
blessed in heaven and on earth. This is why he said, “By the 
Eternal, the God of heaven and the God of the earth.”  
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This matter is to be found hinted at in the traditions of 
our Rabbis in many places. Thus they said in the Midrash 
Chazita: “Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai asked Rabbi Eliezer 
the son of Rabbi Yosi, 'Have you possibly heard from your 
father of the meaning of the verse, ‘The crown 
wherewith his mother hath crowned him?' He said to 
him, 'Yes.' He asked, 'How?' He replied, 'It is like a king 
who had an only daughter whom he loved very much, 
and he would call her "my daughter." This did not 
completely express his love for her until he called her 
"my sister." Still he was not satisfied until he called her 
"my mother." In the same way, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, loved Israel in the beginning and called them "My 
daughter." It is this which Scripture says, Hearken, O 
daughter, and consider. This did not completely express 
His love for them until He called them "My sister," as it 
is said, Open to me, my sister, my love. Still He was not 
satisfied until He called them "My mother," as it is said, 
Attend unto Me, O My people, 'ule'umi' (O My nation). 
The word is written le'imi (O My mother).' Then Rabbi 
Shimon ben Yochai arose and kissed him on his head, 
and he said to him, 'Had I come to listen to this word of 
yours it would have been sufficient. 
 
 
 
 

 

And this is brought forth in the Midrash of R. Nekhunya 
ben Hakanah (The Bahir): “They said regarding the verse 
"I am God, I make all, I stretch out the heavens alone, the 
earth is spread out before Me." [Even though we read 
the verse "from Me" (May-iti), it can also be read] Mi iti 
- "Who was with Me?" I am the One who planted this 
tree in order that all the world should delight in it. And 
in it, I spread All. I called it All because all depend upon 
it, all emanate from it, and all need it. To it they look, for 
it they wait, and from it, souls fly in joy. Alone was I when 
I made it. Let no angel rise above it and say, "I was before 
you." I was also alone when I spread out My earth, in 
which I planted and rooted this tree. I made them rejoice 
together, and I rejoiced in them. "Who was with Me?" 
To whom have I revealed this mystery?” Until here. 
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And also from there (The Bahir), it is brought forth: What 
is the meaning of the verse "In anger, you shall remember 
love (rachem)" ? He said: When Your children sin before 
You and You are angry at them, "remember love." What is 
the meaning of "remember love"? That regarding which it 
is written, "I love (rachem) You O God, my strength." And 
You have him this attribute, which is the Divine Presence 
of Israel. He recalled his son whom he inherited, and whom 
You gave to him. It is thus written, "And God gave wisdom 
to Solomon." And You should remember their father 
Abraham, as it is written, "The seed of Abraham My friend" 
 "In the midst of years make it known." Where do we see 
that Abraham had a daughter? It is written, "And God 
blessed Abraham with all (Bakol)." It is also written, "All 
that is called by My name, for My glory I created it, I formed 
it, also I made it." Was this blessing his daughter, or was it 
not? Yes, it was his daughter. What is this like? A king had 
a slave who was complete and perfect before him. The king 
tested the slave in many ways, but the slave withstood all 
temptation. The King said, "What will I give that slave? 
What should I do for him? I can do nothing but command 
my older brother to advise him, watch over him and honor 
him." The slave thus went to the older brother and learned 
his attributes. The brother loved him very much, and called 
him his friend. It is thus written (Isaiah 41:8), "The seed of 
Abraham My friend." He said, "What will I give him? What 
can I do for him? Behold I have made a beautiful vessel, 
and in it are beautiful jewels. There is nothing like it in the 
treasuries of kings. I will give it to him, and he will be 
worthy in his place." This is the meaning of the verse, "And 
God blessed Abraham with all." Until here. 
 
 
 

 

And if you will understand that which I’ve written, you will 
know the statement of the cursed women who said: “But 
since we left off to burn incense to the (MLCht) queen of 
heaven we have wanted Kol (all)...” And why was the word 
(melechet) written without the aleph? And you will know 
many hidden things in the torah. Now, had the 
commentator (Ibn Ezra) who prides himself on his 
knowledge of the Torah's secrets known this, his lips would 
be dumb and not deride the words of our Rabbis. 
Therefore, I have written this in order to silence those who 
speak arrogantly against the righteous one.  
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